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pointment, gives vent to his annoyance with the
usual lack of restraint:
December 23. "... Sir John said the Govern-
ment and Kitchener were very hostile to me.
That I was the principal cause of all the Ulster
trouble and was therefore dangerous. In short,
neither Kitchener nor Asquith will have me.
... I care not a rush for the opinions of either
of these men . , - anyhow, the net result is that
Murray is more firmly established than ever
and Sir John hinted that the less work I did
the better. I might go to Russia and see what
they were doing there. How funny! I cannot
get up any sorrow at not serving him or Asquith
or K. as Chief of Staff. He said this Govern-
ment would soon be out and then it would be
all right. So there are politics in our Army."
Disappointment was natural enough. But it
is amusing to see Wilson, who was a politician
above all things, objecting to the political in-
fluence. In this case, however, his suspicions
were entirely wrong. However angry Asquith
may have been over the Curragh incident, it is
monstrous to insinuate that he allowed memories
of it to rankle in his mind when the fate of Eng-
land was in the balance; later on he took
Carson, a much more prominent figure in
Ulster affairs than Wilson, as a member of the
Cabinet If the War Minister and Sir John had
pressed for Wilson he would not, in fact he
could not, have stood in the way. Kitchener
had never bothered himself about the Curragh
incident Like the Prime Minister he was look-